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South African fruit industry is navigating significant logistical challenges 

South Africa's fruit industry is navigating significant logistical challenges as its container ports, 

including Cape Town, rank poorly on a global scale. The World Bank and S&P Global Market 

Intelligence's Container Port Performance Index places Cape Town at 405th out of 405, 

highlighting the inefficiencies within the country's port infrastructure. This situation has raised 

concerns within the sector, particularly for exporters who are now seeking more expensive 

logistics solutions. 

Roelf Pienaar, managing director of Tru-Cape Fruit Marketing, emphasized the critical nature of 

this issue, stating, "An efficient and resilient port is key to the success of our industry." Tru-Cape, 

responsible for a significant portion of South Africa's apple and pear exports, is exploring 

alternatives to mitigate the impact of these logistical hurdles. 

The repercussions extend beyond domestic concerns, as South African exporters face stiff 

competition from countries like Chile, where ports have shown notable improvements in 

performance. This discrepancy underscores the urgent need for enhancements in South Africa's 

port operations to maintain competitiveness in the global market. The industry is adapting by 

employing alternative routes, such as road transportation to other ports, but emphasizes the 

importance of resolving the port crisis to secure the future of South Africa's fruit export sector. 
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