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Tuesday 1 June 2021 [Day 432 of Lockdown: Day 1 Level 2]
COVID 19: Memo 46 to Growers

Any information or opinion expressed in this communication is presented in good faith but with the express condition that the Citrus Growers' Association accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage resulting from the use thereof.
Dear Growers

It is generally believed that we are in the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. This is supported by the statistics. Last night the President moved South Africa to Level 2 Lockdown.
This increase in infections coincides with an increase in citrus volumes harvested in southern Africa. The southern African citrus industry is labour intensive, providing employment to thousands on farms, in packhouses and in multiple upstream and downstream activities. Indeed, entire communities in towns and villages in citrus growing regions owe their very existence to the citrus industry. This is why it is critical that all in the industry look after themselves, and look after those around them. This is achieved by adhering to the basics – wear your mask, keep your physical distance and sanitise, sanitise and sanitise. 

Many are suffering from COVID fatigue – we have been doing this for so long and long for a normal life. The reality is that we are going to have to do this for longer – so chin up and keep going.

On Friday 21 May I received my first Pfizer vaccination (one perk of being categorised as the elderly) and return on 2 July 2021 for my second jab. Getting vaccinated is completely voluntary – there is a lot of information on the vaccines and a lot of views on their efficacy and side effects. Those who are prepared to be vaccinated are urged to register as soon as they can – phase two is now in full swing.

LATEST MAIL FROM AGBIZ:
Dear Agbiz member
As per the President’s speech last night, the Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs has amended the regulations to move South Africa back to advance level 2 under the Disaster Management Act.

Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs
Advance level 2 (changed)
· As per the President’s announcement on Sunday, the whole of South Africa has been placed on advanced level 2 as of the 31st of May 2021 to combat the 3rd wave of infections;

Business protocols (no change)
· The business protocols remain unchanged, which means;

· A compliance officer must be designated;

· The Covid protocols contained in the OHS direction remains applicable. 
Movement of persons (changed)
· The curfew has been adjusted to apply between 23h00 and 04h00;

· Restaurants, cinemas, theatres and other entertainment venues must therefore close by 22h00;

· A person traveling in curfew hours will require a permit that complies with Form 7 (attached);

Funerals (no change)
· Attendance at funerals is limited to 100 persons, provided no more than 50% of the venue’s capacity may be used;

· No night vigils or after-funeral gatherings are permitted;

· All persons must wear a mask during the funerals and the duration is restricted to 2 hours.

Gatherings (changed)
· Hotels, lodges and other accommodation venues are permitted to operate at full capacity;

· Faith-based and religious gatherings, political, cultural, conferencing and entertainment gatherings are once again permitted subject to a limit of;

· 100 persons indoors;

· 250 persons outdoors; and

· No more than 50% capacity;

· Gatherings at a workplace are allowed for work purposes subject to strict adherence to the Covid protocols – this will likely also apply to auctions;

· Sporting matches are allowed but without spectators;

· Nightclubs remain closed to the public;

· Visits to correctional services, detention facilities, police holding cells, health establishments and older persons’ residential facilities are permitted subject to relevant directions;

Borders (no change)
· The 20 fully operational land borders will remain as such but the 33 which were closed will remain closed;

· International air travel is restricted to;

· OR Tambo International Airport;

· King Shaka International Airport;

· Cape Town International Airport;

· Lanseria International Airport; and

· Kruger Mpumalanga International Airport;

· All international travellers are required to present a negative Covid test obtained within 72 hours before travel or face 10 day’s quarantine;

Transportation of cargo (no change)
· Rail, ocean, air and road transport is permitted for the movement of cargo to and from other countries subject to the relevant directions;

Public transport (no change)
· Buses and taxis are subject to;

· 70% capacity for long journeys (200 km or more); and

· 100% capacity for short trips (less than 200 km);

Sale, dispensing and transport of liquor (no change)
· No amendment has been made to the selling, dispensing or transport of liquor, which means:

· The sale of liquor for off-site consumption is permitted subject to licenced trading hours; and

· The sale of liquor for on-site consumption is permitted subject to curfew hours;

· The transport of liquor is permitted.

Restricted activities / businesses (no change)
· Only the following activities / economic sectors is still not permitted to operate;

· Night vigils;

· After-funeral gatherings;

· Nightclubs;

· The 33 land borders that are closed;

· Cruise ships;

· Spectators at sporting events;

· Exclusions relating to public transport and education services as set out in directions.

 Herewith the link to the notice:

Amendment for advance level 2
CGA COVID 19 RESPONSE COMMITTEE CRC) 

The CRC was set up in April 2020 to assist in the CGA’s response to COVID 19. The CRC consists of five CGA Directors, CGA staff and representatives from Citrus Academy. AGBIZ, PPECB, DALRRD and FPEF.

Since the start of 2021 the CRC has met on six occasions (28/1, 25/2, 24/3, 29/4, 14 and 27/5). 

· At the meeting of 27 May the CRC identified the risk of vessels crew being tested positive. This is the case of a vessel now off Jakarta which is carrying some citrus. There is not much CGA can do but monitor the situation. 

· There is a concern about vessels entering South African ports with positive cases on board (as was the case with the vessel from India where 14 crew were tested positive). CGA have contacted authorities to tighten up on controls.

· The CRC had instructed that the Workplace Guidelines prepared by Citrus Academy be distributed to all growers.
· Paul Hardman had visited cold stores at all citrus exporting ports to ascertain COVID measures, and assist in advising on COVID readiness.

The CRC has been set up to focus on COVID related issues. All other issues would be directed to the appropriate person or structure.

The CRC will meet again on 10 June 2021. 

ORANGE HEART FRUIT DRIVE
With the start of soft citrus and orange harvesting it is hoped that growers and packhouses with excess fruit will start to support those in need. In 2020 CGA was able to assist growers in donating fruit to Food Forward South Africa, Department of Social Development and individual causes. 

If you have fruit to donate please contact Sive Silo Sive@citrusacademy.org.za or please visit www.orangeheart.co.za/fruit/ 
ORANGE HEART VACCCINATION DRIVE: Covid-19 has caused massive damage to the South African economy and is still creating great uncertainty. We all need to work together to bring back a measure of normality as soon as possible, and the best way to do this, is to fast-track vaccinations. The Department of Health is currently working on developing a vaccination rollout plan. The citrus industry can help in two ways – by pledging to contribute financially to the cost of vaccines for their own staff, and secondly, by making available a farm clinic or other facility where vaccines can be administered. Finding and securing sufficient facilities is the greatest priority at the moment, and we need to gather information on available sites. Please go to www.orangeheart.co.za/vaccine/ to register your interest in participating, or contact sive@citrusacademy.org.za.

Staff Cell numbers: Justin Chadwick 083 654 9591; Mitchell Brooke 082 892 9455; Paul Hardman 082 880 7933; Deon Joubert 083 675 3785; Robert Miller 084 510 5961; Gloria Weare 084 512 5578
Justin Chadwick



