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Friday 12 June 2020 [Day 77 of Lockdown: Day 12 Level 3]
COVID 19: Memo 42 to Growers

Any information or opinion expressed in this communication is presented in good faith but with the express condition that the Citrus Growers' Association accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage resulting from the use thereof.
Dear Growers

There is a saying “if it is too hot to handle then stay out of the kitchen”. With respect to COVID-19 the heat is definitely being turned up, and we are all in the kitchen together. The wave of positive tests continues to increase, and experts predict it will move northwards – with the levels in Eastern Cape, Gauteng and KZN starting to emulate those of Western Cape.
What is clear is that people are going to need to take personal responsibility for their health – practise physical distancing (do not come within 1,5 metres of others), wear face masks at all times, don’t touch your face (the mask assist with this) and keep sanitising ones hands. The best stance to take is to believe that EVERYBODY else has the virus. This might seem antisocial and rude – but these are the times we live in. Don’t allow yourself to be at risk. 

All work places need to CAREFULLY follow governments guidelines (which have been compiled in the guidelines distributed by CGA). Ensure that you have appointed a COVID-19 Officer, make sure that the COVID-19 Officer is 100% aware of what is required from the workplace itself, from those who work there, and for those who visit. Ensure that all staff know who the COVID-19 Officer is. Make sure that you have conducted a COVID-19 Risk Assessment – do the assessment thoroughly; identify every possible risk of infection in the work place. 

Remember – if a person is tested positive for COVID-19, then any contact has to be traced, and needs to isolate. A contact is further defined as somebody who came within 1,5 metres of the positive case, for longer than 15 minutes, without a mask. So if you follow the rules – you will not be a contact, and you can continue working and continue with your life as normal (if the way we are living can be classified as normal!!).

To assist in this process Citrus Academy and CGA will be providing a free Zoom presentation on guidelines, practical examples and information for COVID-19 Officers, management and others who may be interested. Please let Paul Hardman (ph@cga.co.za) know if you are interested. Paul would like to have a register of all COVID-19 Officers so that he can target information to them.
LOGISTICS: Please see attached Mitchell Brookes update – please read this update; it gives you all you need to know about how the ports are operating. 
MESSAGE FROM AGBIZ:

Dear Agbiz member,
The Minister of Sports, Arts and Culture has amended directions for alert level 3. Herewith the key points:

Sport, Arts and Culture

Live streaming of creative arts and professional sport

· Creative arts such as live performances and the filming of television content can resume under level 3 for the purposes of livestreaming entertainment;

· The Direction sets out the risk mitigation measures;

· Likewise, professional, non-contact sport can resume training and competitions provided that no spectators are permitted and subject to risk mitigation measures. 

Herewith the links to the directions:

Live streaming creative arts
Live streaming professional sports
AND 
Dear Agbiz member,
The Minister of Trade and Industry has repealed a number of directions for alert level 3. Herewith the key points:

Trade and Industry

Repeal of Directions

· The Direction limiting the capacity of call centres providing essential services has been repealed;

· The Direction specifying that only emergency automobile repairs can take place and places restrictions on the number of customers, test drives and delivery of vehicles for sale (including agricultural vehicles) has been repealed;

· The Direction listing the types of clothes and bedding that could be sold under level 4 lapsed on 31 May and retail stores selling these items can now sell their full range;

· The emergency, Covid-19 amendments to the Export Control Regulations which required special permits from ITAC to export listed, critical supplies have been amended by;

· Specifying which items under tariff code 30.04 are subject to export restrictions so as to exclude additives used for animal health purposes; and

· The Block Exemption from certain provisions of the Competition Act that prevents agreements of an uncompetitive nature in the Retail Property Sector has been amended to limit the direction to industries that are not yet able to operate; e.g. cinemas and restaurants. 

· An explanatory memorandum is also included in the notice.  

Herewith the link to the directions:

Repeal of certain directions DTI
AND 

Dear Agbiz member,
The Minister of Home Affairs has amended directions under alert level 3. Herewith the key points:

Home Affairs

Amendment to Directions

· Persons working in South Africa under the Lesotho Special Permit and whose stay expired during the lockdown will receive some reprieve as the validity has been extended up until 31 July 2020;

· The validity of asylum seekers and refugees’ permits have likewise been extended;

· South Africans who live and work abroad are permitted to travel back to those countries at their own costs subject to furnishing the Department of Home Affairs with the documents set out in the Directions;

· South Africans returning from abroad must be subjected to quarantine and testing;

· The Department of Home Affairs will also be processing late birth and marriage registrations under alert level 3.    

Herewith the link to the directions:

Home affairs amendment
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