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Tuesday 19 May 2020 [Day 54 of Lockdown: Day 18 Level 4]
COVID 19: Memo 38 to Growers

Any information or opinion expressed in this communication is presented in good faith but with the express condition that the Citrus Growers' Association accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage resulting from the use thereof.
Dear Growers

Government has announced a movement to Level 3 Lockdown by the end of May. There are some reports that this may be sooner, and some easing in restrictions is already evident. Business owners are encouraged to take their responsibility seriously – the requirements for businesses to open – as circulated by Department of Health – are onerous. However, if a worker becomes ill and you have not implemented the required safeguards, or if inspectors arrive at your premises and find non-compliance – the remedial action will impact negatively on your business. Make the work environment the safest place for a worker to be.

LOGISTICS: Please see attached Mitchell Brooke’s update – please read this update; it gives you all you need to know about how the ports are operating. 
MESSAGE FROM AGBIZ:

Dear Agbiz member,
The Minister of Mineral Resources and Energy has issued new directives for level 4. Herewith the key points: 

Mineral Resources and Energy

Maintenance of energy infrastructure 

· The direction clarifies that civil engineering and public works permitted under Table 1 Part D of the Regulations include;
· Projects procured under the Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement Programme;
· Embedded generation permitted under Schedule 2 of the Electricity Regulation Act;
· The Eskom new build programme;
· Liquid fuels projects;
· LPG projects under construction; and
· Nuclear facilities amongst others.
· All professional services and contractors associated with these projects are permitted;
· NERSA and all associated regulatory entities are also set to open. 

Herewith the link to the directives:

Meaning of public works in the context of energy
AND

Dear Agbiz member,
The ministers of Transport, Labour, the Environment, Forestry and Fisheries have issued new directives for level 4. Herewith the key points: 

Labour

Amended COVID 19 Temporary Employee / Employer Relief Scheme 

The Minister has amended the TERS to the following effect:

· Entities that can claim has been expanded to all juristic entities with employees, not only companies;

· An entity or bargaining council can enter into an agreement with the UIF to claim and disburse funds on behalf of its employees;

· An employee who was forced to take annual leave during the lockdown can apply to the UIF to receive the benefit directly;

· The amendments are backdated to the start of the lockdown (27 March).
Transport

Gautrain to operate again

· The Gautrain will resume its commuter services under level 4 subject to strict hygiene protocols;

· PRASA commuter services remain suspended but may focus on maintenance and servicing its fleet.

Environmental Affairs, Forestry and Fisheries

Recycling and waste pickers

· Formal recycling operations related to glass, paper, plastic, metal and tyres (full list contained in the annexures) are permitted to operate at 50% capacity;

· A formula is prescribed to determine the maximum staff component that can be at work;

· Informal waste pickers may continue operations subject to obtaining a permit issued by the municipality; and

· Must maintain social distancing. 

Permits under the NEMA: Biodiversity Act 

· The regulations relate to permitting requirements required by regulations to the Act, including the Alien and Invasive Species Regulations, CITES Regulations and Threatened and Protected Species Regulations;

· Any permits which were due to expire on or after the 27th of March continue to be valid until further notice;

· Although operating at limited capacity, the Department as well as provincial departments can receive and process permit applications contained in the Annexure to the Directions;

· Annexure 2 also contains a list of activities with associated restrictions which may be carried out during alert level 4, these include; breeding, capture, selling and conveying certain game species related to the wildlife ranching industry.

Permits under the Marine Living Resources Act

· Recreational activities and recreational fishing remains prohibited under level 4;

· Permits or permissions related to the fishing or aquaculture industry falling under the Act which were due to lapse on or after 27 March are deemed to be extended until further notice. 

Herewith the link to the directives:

TERS amendment 150520
Gautrain resumption of services
Permits under the NEMA: Biodiversity Act
Recycling and waste pickers
Permits under Marine Living Resources Act
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