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Friday 15 May 2020 [Day 50 of Lockdown: Day 14 Level 4]
COVID 19: Memo 37 to Growers

Any information or opinion expressed in this communication is presented in good faith but with the express condition that the Citrus Growers' Association accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage resulting from the use thereof.
Dear Growers

After fifty (50) days of lockdown there is a concern that some businesses may be less vigilant than we all were when we started. As an industry we have worked throughout the lockdown, and it may be that attention to detail is starting to wane. The reality is that experts predict that the real increases are only starting to manifest themselves, and the peak is some way off. We need to remain on full alert, and do everything required to keep workers and work places healthy.
Copy of the Presidents address this week can be found at this link: COVID 19 - PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE - 13th MAY 2020
Last night I was on a videoconference call convened by the SHAFFE (Southern Hemisphere Association of Fresh Fruit Exporters). Once again technology blows me away – sitting in my lounge at nine at night speaking to colleagues in New Zealand and Australia (at some ungodly hour for them), South American delegates from Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Argentina; and even those from the Republic of the Western Cape (who might as well be overseas since we are not allowed to travel to see each other). What was significant about the dialogue was the reality that we are all in the same sea (not necessarily the same boat). The message is clear:

· Control the controllables. 

· Make sure that the workplace is safe. Sanitise as prescribed by the guidelines (www.cga.co.za) – if you keep the workplace sanitised it is the safest place for a worker to be. If you keep the workplace sanitised a worker cannot be infected from the workplace environment or equipment. If you keep the workplace sanitised it does not need to close down and be deep cleaned when a worker tests positive.

· Make sure the workers are healthy. If the workplace is sanitised, the only way that it can be contaminated is by an ill employee. The most likely place for a worker to become ill is when they travel from home to work, while shopping or at home. If workers are screened properly on arrival at work, before entering the workplace, and suspect cases sent home – then the sanitised workplace can remain safe. 
· It is possible that a symptomless CVD-19 positive worker enters a workplace. If all workers practice correct physical distancing, wear PPE’s and keep cleaning their hands, then they will not transmit or contract the illness.

· It is essential that business owners brief workers on personal responsibility to remain virus free. Citrus Academy have developed posters and other materials to assist in this endeavour Covid 19 - Pamphlet Covid 19 - Posters - Prevention Covid 19 - Posters - Keep Your Distance
· If we want government to open the economy, then we need to take responsibility – workers and managers need to take responsibility. The onus must shift to individuals taking it upon themselves to practise the hygiene and other measures dictated by Department of Health. Business for South Africa have also recently distributed additional guidelines: COVID 19 - BUSINESS4SA - Return to Work during Covid 19 - 14th May
LOGISTICS: Please see attached Mitchell Brooke’s update – please read this update; it gives you all you need to know about how the ports are operating. Logistics Report and Container Vessel Status Update - 13th May
MESSAGE FROM AGBIZ:

Dear Agbiz member,
The Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition has issued new directives on e-commerce for level 4. Herewith the key points: 

Trade, Industry and Competition

e-commerce permitted under level 4

· All goods are permitted to be sold via e-commerce platforms except for the goods prohibited under regulation 26 and 27, namely liquor, tobacco products, e-cigarettes and related products;

Protocols for e-commerce retailers 

· The OHS directives applicable to all permitted enterprises in level 4 must be implemented by e-commerce retailers;

· Retailers must give ‘prominence’ to locally manufactured products;

· Retailers must provide customers with written guidelines on how to disinfect goods received;

· Customers as well as couriers must wear masks, remain 1,5 meters apart and sanitise hands. 

Herewith the link to the directives:

E-commerce directives 140520
AND

Dear Agbiz member,
The Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (COGTA) has issued directions to complement the Regulations for level 4. Herewith the key points: 

Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs

Allowances and permits for persons to travel over provincial, district and metro boundaries

· An additional special dispensation is created to permit the once-off movement of persons and goods across boundaries where:

· A person is relocating to a new place of residence;

· Movement is necessitated due to domestic violence; or

· Where a business is relocating to new premises;

· A person who falls under one of the above categories must fill in the permit attached to the directive and have it stamped by the SAPS;

· This replaces the previous allowance for a once-off movement permitted up to the 7th of May.

These directions should not affect the movement of cargo as part of an essential or permitted service but merely caters for the movement of persons or businesses under the circumstances outlined above. 

Herewith the link to the directives:

COGTA directives 140520
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