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Wednesday 6 May 2020 [Day 41 of Lockdown: Day 6 Level 4]
COVID 19: Memo 34 to Growers

Any information or opinion expressed in this communication is presented in good faith but with the express condition that the Citrus Growers' Association accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage resulting from the use thereof.
Dear Growers

Please find below message from AgBIZ. In addition link to logistics report.
MESSAGE FROM AGBIZ:

Dear Agbiz member,
The ministers of Trade and Industry, Finance, Higher Education and Training have issued new directions under Regulation 4(7) of the Level 4 Regulations. Herewith the key points: 

Trade and Industry

Extension of the block exemption for the banking sector

· The Minister published a block exemption for the financial sector on 23 March which exempted the industry from certain provisions of the Competition Act. This has now been extended to apply for the duration of the state of disaster;

· The effect is to permit financial institutions to enter into horizontal agreements to cooperate that would otherwise be anti-competitive but are now required as part of the Covid-19 mitigation measures;

· The amended Regulations do however require minutes to be kept of all meetings held where such agreements may be concluded. This expressly applies to all banks, financial institutions; ASISA and BASA were also listed by name.    

Higher Education and Training

Extension of the date for submissions of the 2020/2021 financial year applications for mandatory grants under the SETA regulations

· In terms of the SETA Regulations, each SETA must allocate mandatory grants each year to levy paying employers who have applied for funding to conduct training by the 30th of April each year;

· This notice extends the deadline for allocations as the SETA were not operational up to 30 April and hence may still allocate funds to projects submitted during the previous financial year.  

National Treasury

Exemption from municipal supply chain management regulations

· Subject to specific conditions, municipalities are exempted from:

· The prohibition to delegate supply chain management to a person who is not an official of the municipality; and

· The requirement that a bid adjudication committee must consist of 4 senior managers – they will be allowed to subdelegate this function. 

Chief Justice

Management of courts during the remainder of the national state of disaster

· Criminal trials can be dealt with in the manner prescribed by the head of each court;

· Civil trials can be removed from the roll if both parties agree and set it down again for hearing post the disaster; 
· If no agreement can be reached, the judicial officers must set down an expedited process to hear the matter directly;
· Unopposed applications can be dealt with via video conferencing facilities;
· Opposed applications must be argued on the basis of electronically filed heads of argument. 
Herewith the links to the directives:

Extension of block exemption for banking sector
Skills development levies direction
CJ directions on operation of courts during Level 4
Municipal procurement
AND

Dear Agbiz member,
The Minister of Transport has issued a number of important directions under Regulation 4(7) of the Level 4 Regulations. Herewith the key points: 

Transport

Sea ports

· All transportation of cargo from the sea ports of entry to their final destination is permitted;

· Transportation of cargo to the sea ports of entry for export is permitted;

· Loading and offloading of cargo is permitted;

· The following cargo ports are operational:

· Richards Bay;

· Durban;

· East London;

· Coega;

· Port Elizabeth;

· Mossel Bay;

· Cape Town; and 

· Saldanha Bay.

· Cruise ships are still prohibited from calling at sea ports, subject to exceptional circumstances;

· All passenger vessels are still prohibited from disembarking passengers (with the exception of South African crew) but may replenish supplies;

· The following measures are put in place to improve hygiene at all nine (9) commercial sea ports on the basis of the user-pays principle:

· Physical distancing;

· Facilities for washing hands and sterilizing equipment;

· All port users to be screened for Covid-19;

Air freight

· Domestic charter flights are permitted to move mining products as set out in Annexure C to the regulations as well as staff performing essential mining services;

· Air freight is permitted but subject to hygiene and sanitation requirements;

· Applications for exemptions or approvals to the Covid-19 Regulations can be made to the Department of Transport. 

Public transport

· Buses, taxis and private vehicles making use of the one-off interprovincial travel reported on yesterday may complete their journeys even during the declared curfew times;

· All owners of public transport facilities must, on regular intervals, sanitise their facilities and provide for adequate sanitisers or hygiene dispenser for washing hands;

· Public transport vehicles must be sanitised before picking up and after dropping off passengers;

· Doors, window handles, arm rests and hand rails must be sanitised after every load;

· All drivers, officials and passengers must wear cloth masks;

· All long-distance inter-provincial travels are prohibited for the duration of Alert Level 4 unless authorised by the Minister via a notice in the Government Gazette;

· Operating times are:

· 05h00 until 20h00 with a grace period up to 21h00 to complete drop offs;

· The same applies for private vehicles;

· Transportation of persons rendering essential services or permitted services must be in line with their operating shifts or worktime schedules; and

· Such schedules must be stamped or signed by the person issuing the permits;

· Hot food delivery can operate between 09h00 and 19h00;

· No public transport is allowed between 20h00 and 05h00, save for essential and permitted service utilising chartered vehicles.

· Loading capacities are as follows:

· Public transport sedan vehicles: 50% but a carrying capacity of 5 is permitted to transport 2 plus the driver;

· E hailing, meter taxis, shuttles and chauffer drivers are also limited to 50%, however this includes 3/5, 4/7 and 6/10 if the driver is included;

· Mini and midibus taxis are limited to 70% or 7/10, 10/15 or 15/22.

· Buses are limited to 50% including seated and standing passengers;

· Scholar transport vehicles are limited to 70% calculated as 3/5, 4/7, 7/10, 10/15, 15/22 or 50% of a bus including both seated or standing passengers.

· Public transport operating licences and tourist transport accreditation that expired during the lockdown is given a 90 day grace period;

· The National Public Transport Regulator and Provincial Regulatory Entities will resume their duties.   

Rail transport

· All rail operators must develop a Covid-19 response plan and submit same to the Railway Safety Regulator within 72 hours;

· Train crews involved in cross-border rail operations may undergo medical screening for Covid-19 at hand-over points;

· Enhanced cleaning protocols should be followed at depots and terminal facilities;

· Station, yards, depots, rail terminals and railway maintenance workshop personnel must be provided with PPE by their employer;

· All long-distance rail services, both public and private operations remain suspended until further notice – this presumably refers to passenger travel;

· No rail operations may take place from 20h00 until 05h00;

· The following are declared essential services:

· Rolling stock maintenance;

· Rail maintenance;

· Rail logistics operators.  

Validity of licences

· Licence and testing centres are open again but must adhere to sanitation and hygiene measures;

· All learner’s, driving, motor vehicle licence disks, temporary permit, roadworthy certificates and Professional Driving Permits that expired during the lockdown period are deemed to be valid and will be extended for a further grace period of 30 days (calculated as the 5th of June);

· A motor trade number licence that expired during the lockdown is deemed to be valid for another 6 months.

Herewith the links to the directives:

Validity of licences
Interprovincial public transport
Sea ports
Air freight operations
Railway operators
Public transport
Interprovincial public transport
Air freight operations
LOGISTICS: Please see the latest report from Mitchell Brooke at this link: Logistics Report and Container Vessel Status Update - 5th May
Staff Cell numbers: Justin Chadwick 083 654 9591; Mitchell Brooke 082 892 9455; John Edmonds 083 232 3161; Paul Hardman 082 880 7933; Deon Joubert 083 675 3785; Robert Miller 084 510 5961; Gloria Weare 084 512 5578
Justin Chadwick



