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Friday 3 April 2020 [Day 8 of Lockdown]
COVID 19: Memo 12 to Growers

Any information or opinion expressed in this communication is presented in good faith but with the express condition that the Citrus Growers' Association accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage resulting from the use thereof.
Dear Growers

Fridays normally involve a little planning for the weekend – a sporting or cultural event, visits to friends or family. Feels a bit strange to be planning to stay at home for the whole weekend. My wife said I can do the grocery shopping tomorrow, which is something to look forward to – haven’t been out my property since last Thursday.
While the measures implemented to curb the spread of COVID-19 are an inconvenience to many, for some it is a matter of life and death. A large percentage of the population need to move around, to interact with others and provide goods and services just to survive. It is so easy to imagine that we are all facing the same challenges – but some are facing the challenge of just putting food on the table. Let us do what we can to understand the needs of all South Africans, and to assist where we can. We also need to be understanding of government decisions, which aim to flatten the curve while also heeding the risks of negative mass reactions.
Latest news from Agbiz:

The weekly newsletter from AgBIZ is full of information about COVID-19
	Covid-19: We ain't seen nothing yet, warns Agbiz CEO
Agbiz CEO Dr John Purchase spoke to Food For Mzansi in an exclusive podcast interview about the work being done behind the scenes to keep the food supplies flowing. "We must understand that this crisis is going to have a huge economic impact. I somehow think that people are underestimating it. A number of businesses - and not just in agriculture, especially outside agriculture - will not survive. Some are already closing down," he says. Please click here to listen to the podcast.


	


	Agbiz part of Business for SA initiative
 Apart from Agbiz' leading role in the Covid-19 Response Task Team constituted by Minister Thoko Didiza and her team at the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development (DALRRD), Agbiz, through its role in Business Unity South Africa (BUSA) and the Public-Private Growth Initiative (PPGI), has been involved in establishing Business for SA. Business for SA brings together BUSA, Black Business Council (BBC), PPGI and others in a concerted effort by the private sector to address the health threat of COVID-19 specifically, and also the economic depression and labour (unemployment) fallout that will result. While raised on the Agriculture Covid-19 Response Task Team agenda, key issues of the collapse of the informal food market and distribution system, the catastrophe (gridlock) that developed in the ports due to ridiculous cutbacks in operations (to around 35% of capacity)  and various other worker and worker movement aspects, have primarily been addressed through the Business for SA platform. Agbiz has achieved considerable success by collaborating within this initiative and strongly urges to visit the Business for SA website  (www.businessforsa.org ) to access daily reports on the progress being made to fight COVID-19, but also to learn of economic relief measures being negotiated and implemented.

	Covid-19 lockdown: South African ports open for cargo operations
 In compliance with the national lockdown, the Transnet National Port Authority (TNPA) has sent out numerous communications on how the ports will be operating during this period. In support of this, the South African Maritime Safety Authority, on behalf of the Department of Transport, informed all stakeholders in the linked marine notice that: 

* all South African ports remain open for port operations;
* cargo operations will continue in all ports;
* stevedore operations will continue in all ports;
* all types of cargo will be allowed to be loaded and off-loaded.


	


	Economic policies for the Covid-19 war
 The Covid-19 pandemic is a crisis like no other. It feels like a war, and in many ways it is. People are dying. Medical professionals are on the front lines. Those in essential services, food distribution, delivery, and public utilities work overtime to support the effort. And then there are the hidden soldiers: those who fight the epidemic confined in their homes, unable to fully contribute to production. In a war, massive spending on armaments stimulates economic activity and special provisions ensure essential services. In this crisis, things are more complicated, but a common feature is an increased role for the public sector. Read more in the linked IMF blog, which is part of a special series on the response to the coronavirus.


Ports: Apart from the information above – please see attached report from Mitchell Brooke, CCGA. 
Markets: Please see attached Freshfels latest update.
Request: Please could you send any information on how the COVID 19 restrictions are impacting on your citrus business, or innovative ways you are implementing to keep workers safe, to justchad@iafrica.co. There are many consequences of the virus that we cannot predict, and may not identify if not alerted to them. In addition, if you have any information on the supply chain, markets or other factors that should be shared with the industry please let me know.

Staff Cell numbers: Justin Chadwick 083 654 9591; Mitchell Brooke 082 892 9455; John Edmonds 083 232 3161; Paul Hardman 082 880 7933; Deon Joubert 083 675 3785; Robert Miller 084 510 5961; Gloria Weare 084 512 5578
Justin Chadwick



