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Thursday 2 April 2020 [Day 7 of Lockdown]
COVID 19: Memo 11 to Growers

Any information or opinion expressed in this communication is presented in good faith but with the express condition that the Citrus Growers' Association accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage resulting from the use thereof.
Dear Growers

As we have seen in the change in the taxi restrictions, government is flexible in their approach to their directives. This may be seen as a sign of weakness, but it also portrays a willingness to take circumstances into account and adjust when necessity calls for an adjustment. There have been various adjustments outlined in this memo that are beneficial for our sector.
Thank goodness for Zoom and the other videoconferencing options – this lockdown could change the way we all do business in the future; will save on a great deal of travel. Today I was on a Zoom Videoconference with 32 other participants and it worked well.

Latest news from Agbiz:

Dear Agbiz member,
The Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs has gazetted the second amendment to the Lockdown Regulations. Herewith a brief summary of the latest amendment which enters into operation today. 
Movement between provincial, metropolitan and district areas 

The prohibition on traveling between provincial, district and metropolitan areas has been amended to allow for the following exceptions:

· Essential workers who need to cross these boundaries to access their places of work; and

· The transportation of cargo from ports of entry to their intended destination, on condition that the necessary precautions have been taken to sanitise the cargo. 

This amendment essentially brings the law in line with the practice that has been applied to date. Agbiz previously alerted Government to this possible oversight which has now been corrected. 

Exceptions are also made for traveling to a funeral and for the movement of mortal remains. 

Ports of entry

The Regulations previously closed all borders and ports of entry for passengers but permitted the movement of essential goods. 

· The amendment details the prohibition on passenger transport but permits that the Minister of Transport may designate ports of entry and exit for the “transport of fuel, cargo and goods during the period of lockdown”

· This is a substantial amendment as it no longer limits it to essential goods, but allows the Minister of Transport to designate:

· The cargo and goods that can be moved; and

· The ports to which this applies.

· An additional provision was inserted that permits the Minister of Transport to “issue directions with regard to sea cargo operations and air freight operations.”
· This could pave the way for the Minister of Transport to permit the movement of non-essential cargo through designated ports.

Transportation – maximum capacities 

In line with the Minister of Transport’s directions, the Regulations have been amended to clarify the maximum load capacities as follows:

· 50% for bus services and e-hailing services;

· 70% for taxi services; and

· 60% private vehicles.

Financial institutions
· The Prudential Authority, Financial Sector Authority and the Reserve Bank may continue to operate and execute their functions;

· The Minister of Finance may designate services, excluding debt collection services, that may operate to:

· Maintain essential financial services;

· Provide social grants and pension payments by banks, co-operative banks, mutual banks and the Postbank;

· The Minister of Finance MUST issue directives outlining precautionary measures and the limitation of staff at office;

· Withdrawing cash has been included as an ‘essential good’ which retail shops can provide for. 

· Essential goods and services

Fresh produce markets 
· The Regulations have been amended to expressly provide for wholesale produce markets and informal food traders to be deemed essential services; however

· Informal food traders require the written permission of a municipal authority.

Financial services

The following financial services have been expressly included as essential services:

· Banking;

· Payment services;

· Financial markets;

· Insurance;

· Savings and investment;

· Pension fund administration;

· Outsourced administration;

· Medical schemes administration;

· Provision of social grants and pension payments; and

· Additional services as may be directed.

Various

Pest control and air charters have been included as essential services whilst wood and the withdrawal of cash has been added as basic goods.  

The following amendments may not be critical for agribusiness operations but could never-the-less be worth noting:

Funerals

· Extensive, detailed arrangements are prescribed for the attendance of funerals including the provision of a permit which must be endorsed by the SAPS;

COVID-19 Tracing Database

· The Department of Health is setting up a data base where all the personal and contact information of each person tested for COVID-19 will be captured;

· The information must be held confidential; and

· Electronic Communication Service Providers such as cell phone companies may be used to track a person’s movements if they have been tested positive for COVID-19.

Herewith the link to the notice:

Regulations – second amendment 2 April 2020
Markets: India; With reference to export documentation for India, DALRRD has advised industry that the agreed mode of operation is that SA exporters will email the phytosanitary certificates to the receivers in India and DIS will communicate the list of phytosanitary certificate numbers to the 2 official email addresses weekly. 
This should allow the India authorities to verify the presented phyto copy against the official DIS list for authenticity.

The first list of phyto numbers will be sent to India today (31 March 2020) before 14:00 and this consists of phytos issued as from 01st March 2020.

Ports: Good news for those exporting through Port Elizabeth – the two new cranes have arrived. The personnel required to position and enable the cranes to be operational have travelled from Durban to PE.

Attached document dealing with port operations, and an update prepared yesterday by Mitchell Brooke.

Harvesting and Packing Guidelines: The Western Cape Department of Agriculture have distributed guidelines for harvesting and for packing (see attached).
Southern Hemisphere News: Please find attached update from SHAFFE.

Request: Please could you send any information on how the COVID 19 restrictions are impacting on your citrus business, or innovative ways you are implementing to keep workers safe, to justchad@iafrica.co. There are many consequences of the virus that we cannot predict, and may not identify if not alerted to them. In addition, if you have any information on the supply chain, markets or other factors that should be shared with the industry please let me know.

This is an opportunity to reboot and take stock of your life. 
Staff Cell numbers: Justin Chadwick 083 654 9591; Mitchell Brooke 082 892 9455; John Edmonds 083 232 3161; Paul Hardman 082 880 7933; Deon Joubert 083 675 3785; Robert Miller 084 510 5961; Gloria Weare 084 512 5578
Justin Chadwick



