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Monday 8 2020 [Day 73 of Lockdown: Day 8 Level 3]
COVID 19: Memo 41 to Growers

Any information or opinion expressed in this communication is presented in good faith but with the express condition that the Citrus Growers' Association accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage resulting from the use thereof.
Dear Growers

As traffic starts to get heavier, and more people get back to work, spare a thought for those still unable to earn their daily bread. In particular, the hospitality trade – with bars and restaurants still closed, and no conferences or exhibitions; many are eating into their life savings to keep the lights on and food on the table.
GUIDELINES: CGA has updated the Guidelines for Workplaces following the latest directions from the relevant government departments. PLEASE READ THE ATTACHED BEST PRACTICE GUIDELINES FOR CITRUS INDUSTRY WORKPLACES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC: IF YOUR WORKPLACE IS NOT ADHERING TO REQUIREMENTS IT COULD BE CLOSED DOWN, DO WHATEVER YOU CAN TO KEEP WORKERS VIRUS FREE – THE WORK PLACE MUST BE THE SAFEST PLACE.

Related attachments: Attachment 1 can be found in the last AGBIZ message (Consolidate OHS) Att 2 - Guidance note in event of Identifying Covid positive employee Att 3 - Guidance on vulnerable Employee and Workplace Accommodation  Att 4 - Guidance for Symptom Monitoring of  Essential Workers
LOGISTICS: Please see attached Mitchell Brookes update – please read this update; it gives you all you need to know about how the ports are operating. 
MESSAGE FROM AGBIZ:

Dear Agbiz member,
The ministers of Communication, Environment, Forestry and Fisheries have issued new directions under alert level 3. Herewith the key points:

Communication

Zero rating of websites for education and health

· Local websites offering free access to educational content will be made available free of charge by the Department of Basic Education;

· Such websites operated by private entities can apply to the department to have them declared zero-rated;

· The same applies to higher education websites including agricultural colleges; and

· Websites containing health advice but subject to approval from the Department of Health.

Environment, Forestry and Fisheries

Permits and licences

· The timeframes for the validity of licences and permits under the NEMA: Waste Act (including management plans for waste tyres) have been extended by an additional 21 days if they were due to expire after the 27th of March;

· Authorisations to export waste tyres has been extended for another 60 days;

· Prescribed timeframes for certain actions to take place under any licences or permits has also been extended by 30 days;

· Specific services such as the granting of licences and environmental authorisations under NEMA, NEMA: Air Quality Act, NEMA: Waste Act will be opening in the manner prescribed in the annexures – this makes provision for electronic communication;

Applications under the National Forests Act 

· The annexure sets out the relevant contact details, time frames and procedures for licences and permits required under the National Forests Act.

Freshwater and marine fisheries

· Recreational fishing is permitted under alert level 3 but subject to Covid-19 measures and with the exclusion of chartered fishing expeditions;

· Permits issued under the Marine Living Resources Act which expired during lockdown are extended for a further 90 days and exemptions issued under the same Act are extended until the end of alert level 3;

Biodiversity measures

· Permits issued under NEMBA or relevant provincial legislation due to expire during the lockdown will remain valid for 30 working days after publication of the notice but applicants must applu for renewal within 10 working days;

· The following activities are expressly provided for under Alert level 3:

· Culling and subsistence hunting;

· Moving or translocating dead or live specimens or products across municipal and provincial borders with the necessary permits;

· Wildlife auctions;

· Import or export of live or dead specimens and products subject to SPS measures;

· Bioprospecting;

· Professional hunting training courses.

· Annexure 1 contains the details relating to how permits can be applied for electronically from the Department for various biodiversity related activities. 

Herewith the links to the directives:

Zero rating on websites for educational purposes
Forestry
Biodiversity directions
Freshwater and marine fisheries directions
Directions NEMA licences and permits
AND 
Dear Agbiz member,
The Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs has extended the duration of the national state of disaster by an additional 30 days. The original declaration made on the 15th of March is valid for a period of 3 months and was therefore due to lapse on the 15th of June. Section 3 of the Disaster Management Act does however permit this to be extended by 1 month. The notice therefore invokes these powers and the national state of disaster and accompanying restrictions is therefore extended until the 15th of July.   

 Herewith the link to the extension:

Extension of State of Disaster
AND 

Dear Agbiz member,
The Minister of Employment and Labour has published a consolidated direction on OHS relating to Covis-19. The direction consolidates the requirements previously published by the Minister as well as the requirements detailed in the level 3 regulations, but introduce little or no substantive changes to the overall requirements already in place. Herewith the key points: 

Employment and Labour

Consolidated Direction on OHS in certain workplaces

· As previously communicated, all employers and self-employed persons need to undertake a risk assessment and develop a plan for a phased return of its employees;

· This play must be available for inspection and the Health & safety rep as well as a trade union must be consulted;

· The plan must include the details included in the template sent out to members, namely:

· A list of employees who will return to work;

· Timetables for a phased return;

· Identify vulnerable employees (over 60 or with pre-existing conditions);

· Mitigation measures such as identifying risk areas and minimizing risks;

· Protective measures such as PPE;

· Screening employees and visitors; and

· The details of the compliance officer;

· If the employer employs more than 500 persons, then the risk assessment and plan must be submitted to the Department;

Infection response

· If a worker is diagnosed, the employer must:

· Notify the departments of Health and Labour;

· Investigate the origin of the exposure and any control failures;

· Determine the need to temporarily close affected work areas for decontamination as per the Department of Health’s guidelines; and

· Assist the Department of Health with contact-tracing;

Miscellaneous 

· The measures related to social distancing, hygiene and cloth masks are repeated but substantially the same;

· Employers are also required to determine the floor areas and limit the number of persons in the workplace to allow social distancing of at least 1,5m per person;

· Workers who interact with the public should be provided with face shields;

· The Department of Health, National Institute for Communicable Diseases and the National Institute for Occupational Health can prescribe details regarding PPE;

· An employee may notify the employer in writing if he feels that it is unsafe to work and may refuse to do so and the employee may not be disadvantaged through discrimination or a reduction in pay or benefits; 

· A matter relating to refusal to work can be directed to the CCMA;

· Sector-specific guidelines can be developed by the chief inspector in consultation with NEDLAC and industry bodies;

Herewith the link to the new directions:

Consolidated OHS 
Staff Cell numbers: Justin Chadwick 083 654 9591; Mitchell Brooke 082 892 9455; John Edmonds 083 232 3161; Paul Hardman 082 880 7933; Deon Joubert 083 675 3785; Robert Miller 084 510 5961; Gloria Weare 084 512 5578
Justin Chadwick



