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Monday 11 May 2020 [Day 46 of Lockdown: Day 11 Level 4]
COVID 19: Memo 35 to Growers

Any information or opinion expressed in this communication is presented in good faith but with the express condition that the Citrus Growers' Association accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage resulting from the use thereof.
Dear Growers

The closure of Cape Town Container Terminals (CTCT) for twelve hours on Sunday is of big concern to the industry. The CGA COVID-19 Response Committee (CRC) had identified the testing of worker(s) at the ports as the highest priority – they CRC action list can be found at this link CGA CRC Action List - 7th May . The Transnet Port Terminals (TPT) notice of the closure is found here COVID 19 - Customer Communication - Transnet - 10th May . For some time the CRC has been requesting TPT’s guidelines, protocols and procedures should a worker be tested positive. With experts predicting that 60% of South Africans will be infected, the number of workers throughout the supply chain testing positive will increase. What is important is that each link in the supply chain should have a well thought through response plan, that allows for business continuity, protects the health or workers and has been communicated and accepted by the work force. The response by TPT to down tools and deep clean is not sustainable. As more workers are testing positive – this response will paralyse the ports. TPT have finally shared their procedures – CGA is looking at the procedures and supplying a response so as to have a more appropriate response.
LOGISTICS: You will notice that the Action list has prioritised many logistics items to be addressed by CGA in consultation with supply chain partners. Please see attached Mitchell Brookes update – in particular take two minutes to answer his survey (embedded in the document). Logistics Report and Container Vessel Status Update - 8th May
MARKETS: Last week the CGA gave a briefing to six people active in the Chinese wholesale, retail and importing sector. The Chinese participants gave an excellent overview of the start up to South African exports to China – the report can be found here – China Briefing Report Back - 7th May
In addition, the Grapefruit Focus Group have sent out their second memo. With grapefruit in full swing now it may be of interest to peruse the Grapefruit memo – 

MESSAGE FROM AGBIZ:

Dear Agbiz member,
It was previously reported that the National Treasury is working on a number of Bills that will provide cashflow relief to businesses that are negatively affected by Covid-19. These Bills need to be passed by Parliament once it reconvenes and as such we must operate on the basis of official communication as the formal legal regime will only be in place once Parliament reconvenes but will apply with retrospective effect. 
South African Revenue Service

Customs Deferment Payment Relief

· In the attached communication, SARS has indicated that companies and trades with payments due in terms of the Customs and Excise Act may make an application to SARS to pay these amounts in instalments;

· This is intended to provide immediate cashflow relief;

· Applications may be submitted to osc@sars.gov.za for the attention of Vonani Ntlhabyane.

The communication and draft Bill are linked:

Letter to trade – customs deferment payment relief
Draft rule amendments under Customs and Excise Act 1964
AND

Dear Agbiz member,
The Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (COGTA) has issued new directions under the Level 4 Regulations. Herewith the key points: 

COGTA

Municipal operations and governance

· Municipalities are required to adhere to strict Covid-19 public health and containment measures when performing its essential services;

· All meetings of the municipal council, tribunal or entities must take place via videoconferencing;

· Municipalities must, subject to these restrictions, continue performing its usual functions under Level 4 including critical municipal services and council-related business such as adopting IDPs;

· The following municipal services must be opened:

· Payment for licences;

· Issuing licences for vehicles and renewals;

· Municipal trading services such as water, electricity, property rates & refuse removal;

· Issuing clearance certificates;

· Meter readings. 

· Undertake emergency procurement as per treasury guidelines.     

Herewith the link to the directives:

Amendment of directions issued in terms of section 27-2
BUSINESS FOR SA: Please see attached good document covering obligations of business owners during Lockdown Level 4. It is important that those operating at present understand and implement these requirements –  Covid 19 - BSA Business Operating during Covid 19 Level 4 - 5th May
Staff Cell numbers: Justin Chadwick 083 654 9591; Mitchell Brooke 082 892 9455; John Edmonds 083 232 3161; Paul Hardman 082 880 7933; Deon Joubert 083 675 3785; Robert Miller 084 510 5961; Gloria Weare 084 512 5578
Justin Chadwick



