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Wednesday 13 May 2020 [Day 48 of Lockdown: Day 13 Level 4]
COVID 19: Memo 36 to Growers

Any information or opinion expressed in this communication is presented in good faith but with the express condition that the Citrus Growers' Association accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage resulting from the use thereof.
Dear Growers

Cape Town Container Terminals remains constrained. As predicted the number of infected workers, and the number calling in sick, is impacting on business continuity. What is essential is that a workable solution be agreed on between TPT and the workers. 
LOGISTICS: Please see attached Mitchell Brookes update – please read this update; it gives you all you need to know about how the ports are operating. Logistics Report and Container Vessel Status Update - 11th May
MESSAGE FROM AGBIZ:

Dear Agbiz member
Please find a media statement regarding the Covid-19 loan guarantee scheme that was announced by President Cyril Ramaphosa in April at this link Covid 19 - Media Statement on Loan Guarantee Scheme. A document with Q&A about the scheme is also at this link Covid 19 - Loan Guarantee Scheme Opens - Q & A: 12th May
AND

Dear Agbiz member,
The Chairperson for the Commission for Employment Equity has released a letter regarding the impact of the COVID 19 lockdown measures on the attainment of employment equity targets. Herewith the key points: 

Commission for Employment Equity

· Where employers are undergoing restructuring processes as a result of the lockdown, non-discrimination provisions are still applicable;

· Employers are requested to strive to meet their EE targets for 2020 but where not possible, must review and amend their EE plans noting the reasons for the amendments;

· All designated employers are still required to submit their EE reports from 1 September 2020 until 15 January 2021 – no provision is made in the Act for exemptions or condonations; however

· Where this is not possible, the employer must notify the DG of Employment and Labour in writing with reasons before the last working day of August 2020.    

Herewith the link to the document:

Letter to all designated employers on the impact of Covid-19 on EE
AND

Dear Agbiz member,
The Ministers of Home Affairs, Social Development, Communications and Digital Technologies have issued new directions under the Level 4 Regulations. Herewith the key points: 

Home Affairs

Entry and exit from the Republic

· A person who needs to enter or exit the republic due to a medical emergency may do so, provided that the immigration officer must inform the Minister of Home Affairs and obtain approval;
· South Africans who wish to be repatriated or return to the Republic must apply to do so at an embassy or consulate of South Africa 72 hours before doing so;
· Officers of international organisations may likewise apply to the Minster to enter or exit the republic.
Social Development

Release from social service institutions

· Persons residing at social service institutions may be released into a household that it free of COVID 19 upon recommendation by a social worker;

· The National Development Agency must make sponsor additional volunteers to assist with Community Nutrition and Development Centres;

· SASSA offices will progressively open for limited services in line with a risk adjusted approach;

· Additional information was also provided as to the payment of social benefits;

· The movement of children between co-holders are allowed within a district or metropolitan area if they are in possession of a court order, rights agreement or permit issued by a magistrate. 

Communications and Digital Technologies

Deletion of sections in the existing Directions

· References to improved broadband roll out in municipalities have been removed; as have

· References to using the Electronic Communication Network Service to track the location of exposed persons.

Herewith the links to the directives:

Entry and exit from the Republic
Amendment to directives: Social development
Amendment to directives: Communications and digital technologies
AND

Dear Agbiz member,
The ministers of Small Business Development, Trade and Industry have issued new directives applicable under level 4 of the lockdown. Please take note; further restrictions have been placed on the sale of agricultural vehicles which will have a marked impact on agribusinesses. Herewith the key points: 

Small Business Development

Small businesses which qualified as essential services under lockdown level 5 may operate in level 4

· The directions apply to:

· Small-scale bakeries and confectioneries;

· Small-scale hardware stores;

· Informal restaurants and shisanyamas – for home deliveries only;

· Trades and artisanry businesses, including emergency repair work, plumbers, electricians, locksmiths, glaziers, roof repair work, tow trucks, motor mechanics etc.

· Sole traders within the clothing, textile and confectionery businesses; and

· Cooperatives operating under permitted businesses in line with the regulations. 

· All of these businesses must comply with the OHS directives;

Permitting and licencing requirements for specified categories of small businesses

· All small businesses not listed in these directions must apply for permits to operate under level 4;

· Bakeries, small-scale hardware stores, informal and micro restaurants (for delivery only) and tradesmen must be in possession of a business licence or permit issued under the Business Act (71 of 1991) or apply for same;

· Non-licenced informal, micro and small businesses are required to apply for temporary permits;

· Foreign nationals must be in possession of a passport or an asylum seeker’s permit;

· Small businesses must issue a permit (form 2) to employees; and

· Sole proprietors must be in possession of an affidavit indicating that he or she is performing an essential or permitted service; and

· Have in their possession a CIPC company registration certificate or a sole trader document issued by SARS or certified copies of the trade certificate.

Trade and industry

Sale and repair of cars

· In the directions, a ‘car’ refers to any vehicle designed or adapted for propulsion or haulage by road, including passenger cars, light, medium and heavy commercial vehicles, busses, motorcycles, trailers, caravans, agricultural or any other implement designed or adapted to be drawn by such car;

· The directives therefore apply equally to tractors, combine harvesters and trailers;

· The following trade in vehicles is permitted under level 4, but subject to different phases outlined below:

· Trade in new and used vehicles;

· Wholesale trade of new and used vehicles;

· Export and import through ports of entry; and

· Trade-in purchases, leases and wholesale trading of used vehicles. 

· Roadworthy assessment and testing centres are also to open;

· Trading of vehicles must take place in the following ‘phases’:

· Phase 1:

· All dealerships and used car outlets will operate at 30% employment and can only have 1 employee or customer per 9 m2 of floor space;

· There is no restrictions on sales done via the internet or telephone (except for sanitary OHS measures);

· Home delivery of vehicles with sanitation mandatory;

· Vehicle auctions must be conducted online.

· Phase 2:

· 60% employment operations permitted;

· Limited customers will be allowed to enter dealerships under strict hygiene conditions;

· On-site pickups only allowed under strict hygiene conditions;

· Auctions must take place online and limited contact will be allowed for viewing prior to the auction.

· Phase 3 – this will apply as of the 8th of June until Alert Level 4 is lifted:

· 100% employment operations permitted;

· Customers allowed on site but remote sales encouraged;

· On-site deliveries and pick-ups allowed under strict hygiene conditions;

· Auctions to take place online and limited physical contact allowed for viewing prior to the auction but social distancing of 1,5m must be implemented as well as a limits on the maximum amount of persons;

Repairs and support services

· Maintenance and repairs may only take place through appointments;

· Walk-ins are only permitted in emergencies – records must be kept in writing at the premises for a period of 3 months after the state of disaster has been lifted;

· Vehicles must be serviced within the owner’s municipal boundaries unless there are exceptional circumstances;

· Auto electricians, tyre fitment, windscreen replacements, part stores and other related businesses may also operate at staggered workforce levels starting at 50% from Phase 1. 

These directives will have serious implications for some agribusinesses. There is furthermore a great deal of uncertainty as no dates are specified for phase 1 or 2, nor is there any indication as to the actual figures to which customers will be limited at vehicle auctions under the different phases.  

Sale of clothing, footwear and bedding

· Although the directives laboriously lists each item in detail, the effect is that most clothing, footwear and bedding may now be sold by retailers during Alert Level 4.

Herewith the links to the directives:

Sale of clothing level 4
Permitting requirements for small businesses
Sale of cars and auto repairs
Staff Cell numbers: Justin Chadwick 083 654 9591; Mitchell Brooke 082 892 9455; John Edmonds 083 232 3161; Paul Hardman 082 880 7933; Deon Joubert 083 675 3785; Robert Miller 084 510 5961; Gloria Weare 084 512 5578
Justin Chadwick



