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The agricultural sector has been ‘called up on stage’ by
the nation. Not only did the sector deliver exceptional
economic performance in 2017, it continues to contribute
to food security for the >56 million South Africans who
rely on us. You've had a part in this.

Stats SA confirmed that the agricultural sector grew by
37,5% during the fourth quarter of 2017, a significant
contribution towards SA's economic growth of 1,3%,
which exceeded National Treasury's expectation of 1%.

We concluded our 2018 Roadshow on 13 March 2018, in
the KZN Midlands, having enjoyed two taxing but
rewarding weeks with our growers in the Boland,
Western Cape, Oranje Rivier region, Kakamas, Musina,
Letsitele, Hoedspruit, Senwes, Zimbabwe and
Pietermaritzburg. The industry mood appeared to be
optimistic in general, with a clear understanding of the
challenges and solutions.

The Citrus Growers' Association (CGA) team was very well
received by their hosts, and growers turned up in their
numbers, to engage in robust discussion around what to
expect in 2018. It was clear that water shortages and the
effects of the ravaging drought are at the forefront of
growers’ minds (with Nelspruit feeling the impact
acutely).

The CGA team found that spending a full day in each
region provided valuable time to visit local orchards and
packhouses, and to chat informally to producers. Large
numbers of new orchards of lemon and mandarin
cultivars have been planted in each region, with growers
navigating mixed feelings of optimism and concern
around volume growth.

We thank these generous sponsors of food and
refreshments for the roadshow: Nedbank, Felco,
Inteligro, ABSA, Mac Intermodal, River Bioscience,
Hoedspruit Farmers Club, Kaap Agri, Noordchem, and
Novon/Arysta.

Consumption trends

As far as citrus consumption trends go, Japan tops the
consumption of soft citrus, but ranks very low for oranges
and lemons. The EU's top consumption is oranges and

lemons. And for oranges, Canada follows the EU closely,
but grapefruit consumption lagged other Eastern
destinations and the USA. The latter, as well as Canada
are also significant consumers of lemons.

The CGA Board

Pieter Nortjé has stepped down as Chairman of the CGA,
after six years of leadership. We welcome Ben Vorster as
the incoming Chairman. Pieter leaves an indelible mark
of dedication to problem-solving, great foresight and
focus - he built a true legacy of growth. And he remains
as a member of the Executive Committee, in the position
of Vice Chairman. A newly created Vice Chairman
position has been filled by Cornel van der Merwe.

Bertus Dilman also resigned from the Board as
representative of Limpopo River, to be succeeded by Guy
Whitaker. The CCGA-GDC continues to work closely with
the CGA to realise our communal industry goals.

Thuma Mina

The past couple of months have been an eventful ride for
our country. We have a new president in Matamel Cyril
Ramaphosa, and we're all cautiously optimistic of
positive economic growth, and a better life, especially for
the poor.

With our country reeling from the worst drought in 100
years, you — our growers — have continued to produce
export-quality citrus, showing a lot of courage. We
commend you for your tenacity.

So, when President Ramaphosa made reference to
Thuma Mina (a song by the late Hugh Masekela) during
his State Of The Nation Address, it resonated. Let us be
spurred to play our individual part — in whatever small
way - to help heal our land.

And remember, we want to hear from you. So, please let

us know your ideas, concerns, or whatever else is on your
mind.
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Fruitful Opportunities For The
Citrus Industry

A Ramaphosa-led government could be good for oranges, in both the
literal and figurative sense.
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Opinion&Analysis

Partnering with
the Land Bank
brings hope to
black farmers

TRANSFORMATION is indeed a thorny issue, as
Land Bank chief executive TP Nchoncho
confirms in “Land Bank’s Nchoncho decries slow
transformation” (Business Report, February 28).

But we're convinced that through a
collaborative, inclusive approach on the part of
all role--players, sustained transformation and
overall economic progress in agriculture are
possible.

President Ramaphosa’s “transitional cabinet” —
although not without controversy - has
strengthened the wave of hope that has swept
over the nation since the recent Sona and
Budget.

And we're among the many South Africans
welcoming the promises of a decisive growth
vision from the government, as well as a new
trajectory.

This belief is supported by undertakings in the
Budget to reprioritise an estimated R581.7
million for the black producer commercialisation
programme.

Also, to create and support 450 sustainable and
profitable black commercial producers who are
participants in prioritised value chains, over a
five--year period.

With agriculture having been a key driver in our
gross domestic product growth for two
consecutive quarters last year, we in the citrus
industry are determined to continue to
contribute positively to collective growth in the
sector.

We have more than 124 black citrus producers,
nearly half of whom have been exporting for over
25 years. As active economic contributors, they
need all the support they can get.

Therefore, we find Nchoncho's clear vision of
transformation commendable, and we certainly
relate to the challenges that come with driving
the process effectively.

In fact, for us, partnering with the Land Bank can
only further boost our efforts to continue to
support our black citrus producers.

But we have to bear the big picture in mind as
we navigate through the challenges that come
with driving the country’s transformation.

We continue to seek ways to strengthen ties with
the government, to ensure that our black
producers in particular continue to receive the
support they need to grow their stake in this
bustling industry.

The past few weeks have again revealed South
Africans' capacity for hope. But we're under no
illusion that in order to enjoy collective growth,
we're going to have to do more than that — we
must pull the critical parts together. It's the only
way forward.

LUKHANYO NKOMBISA
GENERAL MANAGER: CGA GROWER
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY



CITRUS IN NUMBERS

CITRUS TOTAL OF CITRUS

COMPRISES GROWERS: 1200
OF GLOBAL TOTAL BLACK
MARKET SHARE GROWERS
NUMBER OF
TOTAL HECTARES OCCUPIED
EMPLOYEE BY BLACK GROWERS
FORCE
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