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Tuesday 5 May 2020 
 

Citrus Logistics and Vessel Status Update 

 

Issues and developments regarding the exporting of citrus at this time –  

1. We have created a short survey to ascertain the status of operations in a few key areas. 
Please be so kind to complete the survey that should take no more than 2 minutes to 
complete. Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KHJ6LR9  

2. Summary of telecom held with TPT 4 May –  
2.1. Terminal capacity: DCT, Point, PECT, CTCT and CTMPT terminals at high capacity at 

the moment. TPT are gearing to add an additional berth to NCT line up shortly. NCT 
impacted by high number of staff with chronic ailments. TPT guided by government 
regulations regarding staff members permitted to work and those that have to be in 
isolation. It was noted that CTCT is the terminal that is under most pressure from a 
vessel berthing perspective at this time. 

2.2. PECT MHC: awaiting training of operators, should be in commission by June. 
2.3. Procedure for positive COVID-19 case at terminals: Transnet HR have issued a 

procedure in this regards, CGA will be required to submit a formal request to receive a 
copy of the procedure. If there is a positive case found, terminal operations would be 
impacted for a short time to conduct sanitization. All staff are tested with temperature 
devises on arrival to work, staff that have high temperatures are sent for immediate 
testing. 

2.4. DCT truck appointment system: truck appointment system was implemented to 
manage the flow of trucks to DCT given that the terminal landside is not operating at 
full capacity. It has been acknowledged that there is some additional development 
required to create flexibility in the booking slots and arrival window. This is due to truck 
appointment slots not being met because of various delays in the chain. TPT will look 
to increase the arrival window as well as create separate bookings for GP and Reefer 
containers.  

2.5. Reefer plug point capacity at terminals: it was noted that the 600 reefer slots planned 
for NCT will not be installed. Instead, Gensets will be brought up from Cape Town and 
installed for 120 reefers. These will be used to clear trucks at the staging area during 
windbound.  

2.6. Reefer forecast: TPT has called on shipping lines to provide accurate reefer volume 
forecasts for better management and planning of reefer capacity and dwell times at 
terminals. This is an essential part of minimizing over extending reefer plug capacity. 
CGA encouraged TPT to engage with PPECB to interface with the online Q67 booking 
system to obtain information on reefer packing data.  

2.7. Container depots: TPT appealed to CGA to engage with container depots to operate 
on a 24-hour basis to permit containers to be packed over a wider time slot. It has been 
noted that depots are not operating proper hours and are closing early preventing reefer 
containers from being collected. CGA appealed to TPT to fast track the port community 
system that TPT have agreed on developing. The system would synchronize all 
stakeholders and planning activity to a central framework.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KHJ6LR9


      

 

2.8. TPT and CGA will engage on a regular basis to confer on developments and matters 
that require urgent intervention.  

3. Transport Forum SIG will be hosting a live online event on 7 May titled "Port Operations in 
2020". This should give first hand insight in terms of TPT present and future operations 
outlook. Register on the following link: https://www.transportsig.com/74-next-sig-
meeting/933-transport-forum-sig-7-may-2020  

4. If there are any logistics issues which need to be addressed by national government, please 
contact CGA as we can add these issues to the Bureau for Food and Agriculture Policy 
(BFAP) database. These issues are being elevated to national government for resolution. 
This has been an immeasurable method that has be used to resolve many constraints that 
have been reported to the CGA. 

 

SRS Breakbulk EU/UK/RUSSIA schedule –  

Week 16: Crown Garnet  CT 15-18 April DBN 25-29 April ETA PME 16 May 

Week 17: Wild Peony  DBN 21-23 April     ETA RTM 11 May 

Week 17/18: Green Guatamala CT 28-30 April PE 2-5 May 

Week 19: Fegulus   DBN 5-7 May  CPT 11-13 May 
Week 20: Crown Topaz  PE 10-11 May DBN 13-15 May CT 18-19 May 
 
Mitchell Brooke – mitchell@cga.co.za 082 892 9455 
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EXPORT DATA BY LOAD PORT, BY MARKET DESTINATION BY COMMIDITY GROUP - WEEK 18 (SOURCE: AGRIHUB) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



      

 

EXPORT DATA BY PRODUCTION REGIONS GROUPING BY LOAD PORT – THIS DATA SIGNIFIES THE MOVEMENT OF CITRUS BETWEEN EXPORT CORRIDORS – 
WEEK 18 (SOURCE: AGRIHUB) 

 
 
 
 
 
 


